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IRI Analytix: School Security Group—Consultants 

Eric H. Twerdahl, Managing Partner—specializes in threat assessment and behavioral securi-

ty; municipal and school emergency planning, training, and exercising (Homeland Security 

compliant) for all-hazards including weather, man-made (e.g. chemical, biological), and dis-

ease (e.g. anthrax, smallpox) contingencies; physical and protective security for schools and 

universities; and workplace violence.  Earlier, Consultant, Yale School of Public Health; 

Consultant, City of New Haven; and consultant to local municipalities associated with all-

hazards and emergency communications.  Formerly, Senior Vice President, Kroll, Inc., active with corporate, 

institutional, and higher-education security.  Earlier, Chief Operating Officer, Comweb, Inc. (education tech-

nologies) and President, Industrial Technologies, Inc. (camera technologies).  Former EMS Commissioner, 

CDC Public Health Emergency Coordinator, and municipal emergency manager active with planning, training, 

and drills with municipal responders and school security committees.  Board Member, Infragard Connecti-

cut—public-private consortium with FBI and other federal and state agencies. 

Brian Buggé, Managing Director – specializes in K-12 and university school security. Earlier 

National Director, Security & School Safety, EdisonLearning, Inc., overseeing 150 schools 

in 33 states, developing all protocols for threat assessment, physical security audits, work-

place violence, and communications plus training and exercising. Formerly, Director, Kroll, 

Inc., active with large-scale security audits. Security Consultant for U.S. Dept. of Housing 

& Urban Development (HUD). Extensive law enforcement including national expert on “Communi-

ty/Problem-Oriented Policing,” and investigations with U.S. Secret Service. Testified before Congress and 

NYS Senate on matters related to crime prevention. Certified Protection Professional, Certified Healthcare 

Protection Administrator, Certified Protection Officer/Instructor, Certified Trainer in “Non-Violent Crisis In-

tervention,” Certified Police & Security Guard Instructor and owner/director of NYS Certified Security Guard 

Training School. Teaches college level courses in Criminal Justice and Security Management.  

Jeffrey M. Banwell, Managing Director—specializes in threat assessments and the develop-

ment of strategies to mitigate workplace violence, school and university violence, and in-

stances of disturbing behavior in adults and children that may contribute to escalating threats 

and successful acts of violence.  Earlier Senior Manager, SSC Investigations & Consulting, 

providing due diligence and background investigations for the University of Connecticut 

system, Connecticut State University system, and unemployment fraud investigations for 

the State of Connecticut Department of Labor.  Formerly Special Agent, FBI, manager of FBI CT’s Na-

tional Higher Education Security Board assessing and mitigating both domestic and international threats 

for higher education including Yale, UCONN, and CSU system.  FBI CT’s principal liaison with CT Fortune 

1000 corporations including GE, UTC, Pratt & Whitney, Sikorsky, General Dynamics, and Northrup Grum-

man responsible for developing strategic planning aimed at issues surrounding safety and security.  

Brian Scott-Smith, Consultant—specializes with communications and media.  Currently, 

Broadcaster, Reporter, Producer, Anchor, Host with NPR/PBS.  Earlier, he was in the News 

Division, Broadcast TV and Radio, BBC London.  He held positions with Zurich Insur-

ance in public affairs and external communications advising on media relations and crisis 

management.  He has been a consultant in public relations and media training for the British 

Army, the Naval Service, and the Royal Air Force, in the UK.  He has also advised Yale 

University, the Yale New Haven Hospital, and several corporate and private clients in media relations and 

communications.  

Robert Gilbert, Managing Director—specializes in security planning and operations, crisis management and 

disaster recovery plus training planning and supervision.  Earlier, Senior Security Consultant & Security Pro-

ject Manager, U.S.  Department of Education;  Director of Corporate Security, Alcan Aluminium Corpo-

ration; and Manager, Corporate Security & Safety, Data General Corporation.  Adjunct Professor of Soci-

ology and Criminal Justice, Mansfield State College.   Mr. Gilbert has worked extensively with the CIA, 

FBI, US Secret Service, Department of Defense, Department of Education, and FEMA, both domestic 

and international. 
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George Strother, Managing Director—specializes with communications including communications technology 

in financial services, healthcare, education and government.  Earlier, Vice President COMWEB Technology 

Group, Inc. and Global Knowledge Exchange, Inc. active with education technology and e-learning man-

agement systems for school districts, community colleges, and private and state universities.  Formerly, Vice 

President, MetLife Healthcare, active with colleges and universities nationwide.  Develops strategy for 

school administrators surrounding safe school initiatives to assist training school employees on a recurring 

basis through media and computer training approaches.  

Robert M. Brittian, Managing Director—specializes in physical, technical and procedural security, intelli-

gence and analysis, investigations, and training.   Earlier, Special Agent and Deputy Director of the Center 

for Security Evaluation, and Chief, Physical Security Division, Bureau of Diplomatic Security, U.S. State 

Department; and, four-time embassy security officer.  Formerly, Military Police Station Commander and in-

stallation physical security officer, US Army.  In Washington, he has been as an embassy security planning 

subject matter expert.  He is also consultant with the Institute for Defense Analyses, Directorate of Science 

and Technology, Department of Homeland Security. 

   

 

 

 

 


